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1. Asp.net Basics

ASP.NET is a web application framework developed by Microsoft, primarily used to build
dynamic websites, web applications, and services. Below are some basics to help you get
started:

1. ASP.NET Overview

- ASP.NET is part of the .NET Framework and allows developers to build web applications and
services using C# or VB.NET.

- It supports various programming models, such as Web Forms (event-driven model), MVC
(Model-View-Controller), and Web API (for creating RESTful services).

2. ASP.NET Framework vs. ASP.NET Core

- ASP.NET Framework: Runs only on Windows, using IIS. It's more traditional and often used
with Web Forms and older projects.

- ASP.NET Core: A cross-platform framework for building modern, cloud-based, and internet-
connected applications. It's more modular and performs better in many scenarios.

3. Web Forms Architecture
- Web Forms: A traditional way to develop web applications where the interface is defined

using HTML-like markup, and server-side logic is in code-behind files (typically written in C#).

- Page Lifecycle: Each Web Form page goes through a series of events (Init, Load, PostBack,
Render, Unload).

- ViewState: Maintains the state of controls between postbacks.

- Controls: Server-side controls (e.g., 'TextBox|, 'GridView') render HTML and manage user
input.

4. ASP.NET WebForms Project Structure
- Pages: aspx' files contain the HTML and server-side controls.
- Code-behind: aspx.cs' files contain the C# code that handles events and business logic.
- Web.config: A configuration file that stores settings such as database connections,
authentication methods, etc.

5. Common ASP.NET Features

- State Management: ASP.NET provides several options for maintaining state across requests
(Session, ViewState, Cookies).

- Master Pages: These allow you to define a consistent layout for multiple pages in your
application.

- User Controls: Reusable components that can be included in multiple pages.

- Validation Controls: ASP.NET has built-in controls like 'RequiredFieldValidator' and
'RegularExpressionValidator' for form validation.

6. Web.config Basics
The 'web.config' file stores important configuration settings:

<configuration>
<connectionStrings>
<add name="DBConnection" connectionString="Data Source=.;Initial
Catalog=MyDatabase;Integrated Security=True" />
</connectionStrings>
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<system.web>
<compilation debug="true" targetFramework="4.8" />
<authentication mode="Forms" />
<sessionState mode="InProc" timeout="20" />
</system.web>
</configuration>

- Connection Strings: Configures database connection settings.
- Compilation: Specifies the target .NET Framework version.
- SessionState: Configures session management.

7. Key Concepts

- Event-driven programming: User actions (like button clicks) trigger events that are handled by
event handlers.

- Postbacks: When a page is submitted to the server (like a form), it is known as a postback.
Controls maintain their state using ViewState.

- Session management: Sessions allow you to persist with user data across multiple requests.

8. Debugging and Deployment

- Debugging: You can debug your ASP.NET application using Visual Studio’s built-in debugging
tools.

- Deployment: ASP.NET applications can be hosted on IIS (Internet Information Services) on
Windows.

9. Web Forms page example
Aspx code

<!-- Default.aspx -->
<%@ Page Language="C#" AutoEventWireup="true" CodeBehind="Default.aspx.cs"
Inherits="WebApp.Default" %>

<IDOCTYPE htm!>
<html(>
<head runat="server">
<title>ASP.NET WebForms Example</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="form1" runat="server">
<asp:Label ID="IblMessage" runat="server" Text="Welcome to ASP.NET
WebForms!"></asp:Label>
<br/>
<asp:Button ID="btnClickMe" runat="server" Text="Click Me" OnClick="btnClickMe_Click"
/>
</form>
</body>
</htm!(>

The code-behind file for this page: .aspx.cs

using System;

namespace WebApp
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{
public partial class Default : System.Web.UI.Page

{
protected void Page_Load(object sender, EventArgs e)
{
// Code that runs when the page is first loaded.

}

protected void btnClickMe_Click(object sender, EventArgs e)
{
// Code that runs when the button is clicked.
[blMessage.Text = "Button clicked!";
}
}
}

2. State management in Asp.net

Web is stateless. State management in ASP.NET refers to the techniques used to maintain data
or the "state" of a user's interaction with a web application across multiple requests. Since HTTP
is a stateless protocol, ASP.NET provides various ways to preserve state between postbacks,
user sessions, or even across multiple users.

Types of state management techniques in ASP.NET

1. Client side state management
2. Server side state management

1. Client-Side State Management
Client-side state management involves storing data on the user's browser. The key advantage is
that it reduces server load, but it's less secure, as the data is exposed to the client.

a. ViewState

-Definition: ViewState is used to preserve the state of controls on the page between postbacks.
-How It Works: ASP.NET automatically encodes and stores control values in a hidden field
('_VIEWSTATE') on the page.

-Use Case: Useful for persisting the values of form fields and controls during postbacks.

Example:

<asp:TextBox ID="txtName" runat="server" ViewStateMode="Enabled" />
<asp:Button ID="btnSubmit" runat="server" Text="Submit" OnClick="btnSubmit_Click" />

In Code-Behind:

protected void btnSubmit_Click(object sender, EventArgs e)
{

// The value in txtName will be maintained after postback due to ViewState.
string name = txtName.Text;

}
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Advantages: Simple to implement and automatic for most controls.
Disadvantages: Increases page size as it stores data in the HTML markup.

b. Hidden Fields

-Definition: A hidden field is a form element that stores data on the client-side without
displaying it to the user.

-How It Works: The hidden field stores data in an HTML '<input type="hidden">' element and is
sent back to the server during form submission.

-Use Case: Useful when you need to store small pieces of data that aren’t visible to the user but
are required on postback.

Example:

<asp:HiddenField ID="hiddenField1" runat="server" Value="UserData" />

c. Query Strings

-Definition: Query strings store information in the URL, typically as name-value pairs.
-How It Works: The data is appended to the URL when navigating between pages.

-Use Case: Useful for transferring small amounts of data between pages or requests (e.g.,
search filters, item IDs).

Example:

<a href="Details.aspx?UserID=1234">View Details</a> |

On code behind (.asp.cs page) get the value using

string userld = Request.QueryString["UserID"]; |

Advantages: Simple to implement, no additional server resources required.
Disadvantages: Limited data size and exposed to users (not secure).

d. Cookies

-Definition: Cookies are small files stored on the client-side, which can hold state information.
-How It Works: Data is sent to the browser as part of the HTTP response and sent back with
subsequent requests.

-Use Case: Useful for storing user preferences, authentication tokens, or persistent session
information.

Example:

// Set a cookie

HttpCookie cookie = new HttpCookie("Username', "JohnDoe");
cookie.Expires = DateTime.Now.AddDays(1);
Response.Cookies.Add(cookie);

// Retrieve a cookie
if (Request.Cookies["Username"] I= null)

{

string userName = Request.Cookies["Username"].Value;

}

Advantages: Can persist data across sessions or even beyond browser closure.
Disadvantages: Limited data size (usually 4 KB per cookie), can be deleted by the user, and no
secure if sensitive data is stored.
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2. Server-Side State Management
Server-side state management involves storing data on the server. Itis more secure than client-
side techniques but requires more server resources.

a. Session State

-Definition: Session state stores data on the server, specific to a user session. The session is
maintained across multiple requests.

-How It Works: ASP.NET assigns a unique session ID to each user. Data associated with this
session is stored on the server and can be accessed across different pages and requests.
-Use Case: Useful for storing user-specific data such as login status, shopping carts, or
temporary data during a session.

Example:

// Storing data in Session
Session["Username"] = "JohnDoe";

// Retrieving data from Session
if (Session["Username"] = null)

{

string userName = Session["Username"].ToString();

}

Advantages: Secure since data is stored on the server and not accessible to users.
Disadvantages: Consumes server resources and can degrade performance with many users.

b. Application State

-Definition: Application state is a global storage mechanism that is shared across all users and
sessions of the application.

-How It Works: Data is stored once and can be accessed by all users of the application.

-Use Case: Useful for storing global data, such as application-level settings or cache that
should be shared among all users.

Example:

// Storing data in Application
Application["SiteName"] = "MyWebApp";

// Retrieving data from Application
string siteName = Application["SiteName"].ToString();

Advantages: Useful for data shared across users and sessions.
Disadvantages: Data is not user-specific and remains available until the application restarts.

c. Cache
-Definition: Caching allows you to store data on the server for a certain duration or based on
conditions (e.g., dependencies, time).

-How It Works: Data is stored temporarily and can be reused to avoid expensive operations like
database queries.

-Use Case: Useful for storing frequently accessed data like lookup tables or heavy database
query results.

Example:
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// Storing data in Cache
Cache["UserData"] = GetUserDataFromDB();

// Retrieving data from Cache
if (Cache["UserData"] I= null)

~

var userData = (UserDataClass)Cache["UserData"];

SN~

Advantages: Improves performance by reducing redundant data fetches.
Disadvantages: Cache data is temporary and can expire or be removed based on memory
availability.

Comparison: Client-Side vs. Server-Side State Management

Browser (ViewState, Cookies, etc.) Server (Session, Application, etc.)

Less secure More secure

Can persist across page loads Typically, per session or application
Limited (ViewState, Cookies) Scalable but consumes server resources
Minimal server overhead Server resource-intensive

Best Practices for State Management

1.Use client-side state for small, non-sensitive data (e.g., user preferences).
2.Use server-side state for sensitive or large data (e.g., session-specific data).
3.Minimize the use of ViewState to improve page performance.

4.Leverage caching to store frequently used data and reduce server load.

3. Asp.net Validation Controls

ASP.NET provides a set of validation controls that allow you to validate user input on both the
client-side and server-side. These controls ensure that the data entered by the user meets the
defined rules before it is processed by the server. Using validation controls helps improve the
reliability and integrity of the data in your application.

Types of Validation Controls
ASP.NET offers the following types of validation controls:

. RequiredFieldValidator

. CompareValidator

. RangeValidator

. RegularExpressionValidator
. CustomValidator

. ValidationSummary

OO WN-=

-

. RequiredFieldValidator
This validator ensures that a field is not left empty.

Example:
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<asp:TextBox ID="txtName" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>
<asp:RequiredFieldValidator ID="rfvName" runat="server"
ControlToValidate="txtName"
ErrorMessage="Name is required!"
ForeColor="Red" />

- ControlToValidate: The 'ID' of the control being validated.
- ErrorMessage: The error message displayed if validation fails.

This validator ensures that the user enters a value into the 'txtName' textbox.
2. CompareValidator
The 'CompareValidator' control compares the value of one control with another control or a

constant value. It can also be used to check the data type of the input.

Example: Checking if a password and confirm password match.

<asp:TextBox ID="txtPassword" TextMode="Password" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>
<asp:TextBox ID="txtConfirmPassword" TextMode="Password" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>

<asp:CompareValidator ID="cvPassword" runat="server"
ControlToValidate="txtConfirmPassword"
ControlToCompare="txtPassword"
ErrorMessage="Passwords do not match!"
ForeColor="Red" />

- ControlToCompare: The control to compare the value against.

This validator ensures that the values in the 'txtPassword' and 'txtConfirmPassword' fields
match.

3. RangeValidator
The 'RangeValidator' ensures that the input falls within a specified range of values, which can be

numeric, dates, or strings.

Example: Ensuring age is between 18 and 65.

<asp:TextBox ID="txtAge" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>

<asp:RangeValidator ID="rvAge" runat="server"
ControlToValidate="txtAge"
MinimumValue="18" MaximumValue="65"
Type="Integer"
ErrorMessage="Age must be between 18 and 65!"
ForeColor="Red" />

- MinimumValue and MaximumValue: The range of valid values.
- Type: The data type of the value being validated ('Integer’, 'String’, 'Date’').

This validator checks whether the value entered in 'txtAge' is between 18 and 65.
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4. RegularExpressionValidator
This validator uses regular expressions to validate complex patterns like email addresses,
phone numbers, or custom formats.

Example: Validating an email address.

<asp:TextBox ID="txtEmail" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>

<asp:RegularExpressionValidator ID="revEmail" runat="server"
ControlToValidate="txtEmail"
ValidationExpression=""\w+@[a-zA-Z_J+?\.[a-zA-Z]{2,3}$"
ErrorMessage="Invalid email format!"
ForeColor="Red" />

- ValidationExpression: The regular expression that defines the validation rule.

This validator checks whether the value entered in 'txtEmail' matches the regular expression for
avalid email format.

5. CustomValidator
The 'CustomValidator' allows for custom server-side or client-side validation logic, giving

developers flexibility for more complex validation scenarios.

Example: Checking if a username already exists (server-side).

<asp:TextBox ID="txtUsername" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>

<asp:CustomValidator ID="cvUsername" runat="server"
ControlToValidate="txtUsername"
OnServerValidate="ValidateUsername"
ErrorMessage="Username is already taken!"
ForeColor="Red" />

Code-behind - aspx.cs (C#):

protected void ValidateUsername(object source, ServerValidateEventArgs args)
{

// Example of custom server-side logic

string username = args.Value;

if (UsernameExists(username))

{

args.IsValid = false;

}

else

{

args.IsValid = true;

}
}

private bool UsernamekExists(string username)

{

// Check the database or other source to see if the username exists
return false; // Example logic, return true if username exists
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N~

- OnServerValidate: The method where custom server-side logic is written.
This validator checks if the username exists in the database and displays an error message if the
username is already taken.

6. ValidationSummary
The 'ValidationSummary' control collects all validation error messages from other validation

controls and displays them in one place.

Example:

<asp:TextBox ID="txtName" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>
<asp:RequiredFieldValidator ID="rfvName" runat="server"
ControlToValidate="txtName"
ErrorMessage="Name is required!"
ForeColor="Red" />

<asp:TextBox ID="txtEmail" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>
<asp:RegularExpressionValidator ID="revEmail" runat="server"
ControlToValidate="txtEmail"
ValidationExpression=""\w+@[a-zA-Z_J+?\.[a-zA-Z]{2,3}$"
ErrorMessage="Invalid email format!"
ForeColor="Red" />

<asp:ValidationSummary ID="vsErrors" runat="server" ForeColor="Red" />

- ValidationSummary: Collects and displays all validation error messages in one location.

This is useful for showing all validation errors together rather than displaying them individually
near each control.

Ensures a control is not left empty.

Compares the value of two controls or checks type.
Validates that a value falls within a specific range.
Validates a value against a regular expression.
Implements custom validation logic.

Displays all error messages in a summary format.

4. Web.config in Asp.net

The 'web.config' file in ASP.NET is a crucial part of an ASP.NET application that stores
configuration settings. These settings define the behavior of the application, including database
connections, error handling, session management, security settings, and more. It’s an XML-
based file that resides in the root directory of your application and can also be located in
subdirectories to override or extend settings at different levels of the application.

Let’s explore the key elements and sections of the 'web.config' file.
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1. Basic Structure of 'web.config'
The basic structure of a 'web.config' file is as follows:

<configuration>
<I-- Configuration settings go here -->
</configuration>

All settings are enclosed within the '<configuration>' root element. Below are the commonly
used sections.

2. Connection Strings
The 'connectionStrings' section stores database connection details. It’s important to keep this

information secure, and you can encrypt this section for production environments.

Example:

<configuration>
<connectionStrings>
<add name="MyDBConnection"
connectionString="Server=myServerAddress;Database=myDataBase;User
Id=myUsername;Password=myPassword;"
providerName="System.Data.SqlClient" />
</connectionStrings>
</configuration>

- name: The identifier for the connection string, used in your code to reference this connection.
- connectionString: The connection details (server, database, credentials).
- providerName: Specifies the database provider (e.g., 'System.Data.SqlClient' for SQL Server).

In Code (C#):

string connString =
ConfigurationManager.ConnectionStrings["MyDBConnection"].ConnectionString;

3. App Settings

The 'appSettings' section allows you to store key-value pairs that can be used throughout your
application. You can store custom application settings such as APl keys, environment variables,
or feature flags.

Example:

<configuration>
<appSettings>
<add key="AppName" value="My ASP.NET Application" />
<add key="SupportEmail" value="support@example.com" />
</appSettings>
</configuration>

In Code (C#):

string appName = ConfigurationManager.AppSettings["AppName"];

4. Authentication and Authorization
The 'web.config' file can also handle security configurations such as authentication and
authorization. This is especially useful for securing different parts of your application.

https://www.techracine.com




iR TechRacine ASP.NET BASICS GUIDE

Example (Forms Authentication):

<configuration>
<system.web>
<authentication mode="Forms">
<forms loginUrl="Login.aspx" timeout="30" />
</authentication>
</system.web>
</configuration>

- mode: Specifies the type of authentication, such as 'Forms’, 'Windows', or 'None".
- loginUrl: Specifies the page where users will be redirected for login.

Example (Authorization):

<configuration>
<system.web>
<authorization>
<deny users="?"/> <I-- Denies access to anonymous users -->
<allow users="admin,manager" /> <!-- Allows access to specified users -->
</authorization>
</system.web>
</configuration>

5. Custom Errors

Custom error handling is configured in the 'web.config' file to define how errors are handled in
production. You can display custom error pages to provide more user-friendly error messages
instead of displaying raw server errors.

Example:

<configuration>
<system.web>
<customErrors mode="0n" defaultRedirect="GenericErrorPage.htm">
<error statusCode="404" redirect="NotFound.htm" />
<error statusCode="500"redirect="ServerError.htm" />
</customErrors>
</system.web>
</configuration>

- mode: Can be 'On/, 'Off', or 'RemoteOnly" In 'RemoteOnly!, errors are shown only to remote
users, while local users see the actual error.

- statusCode: The HTTP error code (e.g., 404 for "Not Found").

- redirect: The page to which the user is redirected when an error occurs.

6. Session State
The 'web.config' file is also used to manage session state. You can configure how session data is

stored and how long it persists.

Example:

<configuration>

<system.web>
<sessionState mode="InProc" timeout="20" />

</system.web>
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| </configuration>

- mode: Determines where the session state is stored. Common values are:
- 'InProc': Stores session in the web server's memory (default).
- 'StateServer': Stores session in a separate process called the ASP.NET state service.
- 'SQLServer': Stores session in a SQL Server database.

- timeout: Specifies how long (in minutes) a session should persist before expiring.

7. HTTP Handlers and Modules

You can register custom HTTP handlers and modules in the 'web.config' file. These are
components that handle HTTP requests and provide a way to preprocess or modify HTTP
requests before they reach your page.

Example (Handlers):

<configuration>
<system.webServer>
<handlers>
<add name="CustomHandler" path="*custom" verb="*"type="Namespace.CustomHandler,
AssemblyName" resourceType="Unspecified" />
</handlers>
</system.webServer>
</configuration>

Example (Modules):

<configuration>
<system.webServer>
<modules>
<add name="CustomModule" type="Namespace.CustomModule, AssemblyName" />
</modules>
</system.webServer>
</configuration>

8. Compilation and Debugging Settings
In development environments, debugging is enabled by default, but in production, you should
disable debugging for better performance.

Example:

<configuration>
<system.web>
<compilation debug="false" targetFramework="4.8" />
</system.web>
</configuration>

- debug: Set this to 'false' in production to improve performance.
- targetFramework: Specifies the version of the .NET Framework your application targets.

9. Tracing
Tracing is useful for diagnosing issues during development. You can enable tracing to get
detailed information about the execution of your ASP.NET pages.
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Example:

<configuration>
<system.web>
<trace enabled="true" pageOQutput="false" />
</system.web>
</configuration>

- enabled: Turns tracing on or off.
- pageOutput: Determines if trace information should be displayed at the bottom of the page.

10. Globalization and Localization
ASP.NET allows you to configure globalization settings like culture and Ul culture at the

application level.

Example:

<configuration>
<system.web>
<globalization culture="en-US" uiCulture="en" />
</system.web>
</configuration>

- culture: Defines the culture for data formatting (e.g., dates, numbers).
- uiCulture: Defines the culture for user interface elements (e.g., language).

11. HTTP Runtime Settings
The 'httpRuntime' section controls settings for how the application processes requests. You can

set things like the maximum request size, timeout settings, and request length.

Example:

<configuration>
<system.web>
<httpRuntime maxRequestLength="4096" executionTimeout="90" />
</system.web>
</configuration>

- maxRequestlLength: Specifies the maximum request size in kilobytes (4096 KB = 4 MB).
- executionTimeout: Sets the time (in seconds) allowed for a request to execute before timing
out.

12. Caching
You can configure caching to improve application performance by storing frequently requested

data in memory.

Example:

<configuration>
<system.web>
<caching>
<outputCache enableOutputCache="true" />
</caching>
</system.web>
</configuration>
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13. URL Rewriting and Redirects
You can configure URL rewriting or redirection rules within 'web.config', especially useful for
SEO and user-friendly URLs.

Example:

<configuration>
<system.webServer>
<rewrite>
<rules>
<rule name="RedirectToNewPage">
<match url="old-page" />
<action type="Redirect" url="/new-page" />
</rule>
</rules>
</rewrite>
</system.webServer>
</configuration>

Conclusion

The 'web.config' file is an essential part of an ASP.NET application, managing settings related to
security, performance, and configuration. As a beginner, it’s important to be familiar with the
following areas:

- Connection strings for database access

- App settings for storing configuration values

- Authentication and authorization settings for security

- Error handling with custom error pages

- Session state management

- Debugging and tracing configurations

5. Asp.net Page life cyle

The ASP.NET Page Lifecycle is a sequence of events that occur when an ASP.NET page is
requested and processed. Understanding this lifecycle is crucial for developers as it helps in
effectively managing the page's behavior and ensuring that the application performs optimally.

Here’s a detailed overview of the ASP.NET page lifecycle:
ASP.NET Page Lifecycle Stages

1. Page Request
-When a user requests a page, the ASP.NET runtime checks if the page exists in memory. If it
does not exist, ASP.NET creates a new instance of the page class.

2. Start
- Therequestis initiated, and the ASP.NET framework determines whether the request is a new
request or a postback (a request that occurs after a form submission).

3. Initialization (Init)
- The 'Init' eventis triggered, and controls on the page are initialized. This is where you can set

up control properties, load data, etc.
- Event: 'Page_lInit'
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protected void Page_Init(object sender, EventArgs e)

{

// Code to run during the initialization stage

}

4. Load

- The 'Load' event is triggered, and the page’s controls are loaded with any existing data (e.g.,
from view state or database).

- Event: 'Page_Load'

protected void Page_Load(object sender, EventArgs e)
{
if (!IsPostBack)
{
// Code to run only on the first load (not postbacks)
}
}

5. Postback Event Handling

- If the request is a postback, any events (like button clicks) are handled. This is where you can
manage user interactions and update the Ul accordingly.

- Events are raised in the order they are defined in the page.

6. Rendering

- The page is rendered to HTML. The 'Render' method of the page is called, which in turn calls
the 'Render' method of each control on the page.

- Event: 'Page_PreRender'

protected void Page_PreRender(object sender, EventArgs e)

{

// Code to modify the page or controls before rendering

}

7. Unload

- The 'Unload' event is triggered, and any cleanup code is executed. This is where you can
release resources or perform final tasks.

- Event: 'Page_Unload'

protected void Page_Unload(object sender, EventArgs e)

{
// Code to run during the unload stage

}

6. GET/POST methods in Asp.net

In ASP.NET, GET and POST are two primary HTTP methods used to send requests from the client
(browser) to the server. These methods serve different purposes in how they submit data and
retrieve information from the server.
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GET Method in ASP.NET

The GET method is used to request data from the server. It appends the form data (or query
parameters) to the URL as part of the request. The data is visible in the URL, making GET
suitable for operations that don't modify data, like fetching or retrieving data.

Key Characteristics of GET:

- Data is sent as query parameters in the URL.

- The amount of data is limited by the URL length.

- It's generally used for retrieving data (read-only operations).

- Datais visible in the URL, making it less secure for sensitive information.

- Itis idempotent (repeated requests yield the same result without side effects).

Example of GET Request:

Default.aspx:

<% @ Page Language="C#" AutoEventWireup="true" CodeBehind="Default.aspx.cs"
Inherits="MyApp.Default" %>

<IDOCTYPE htm!>
<html>
<head runat="server">
<title>GET Example</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="form1" runat="server" method="get">
Name: <asp:TextBox ID="txtName" runat="server"></asp:TextBox><br />
Age: <asp:TextBox ID="txtAge" runat="server"></asp:TextBox><br />
<asp:Button ID="btnSubmit" Text="Submit" runat="server" />
</form>
</body>
</htm!(>

Here, the form uses 'method="get", so when the form is submitted, the data is appended to the
URL.

If the user submits 'Name=John' and 'Age=25', the URL might look like:
http://yourdomain.com/Default.aspx?txtName=John&txtAge=25

You can retrieve these values in the code-behind:

Default.aspx.cs:

protected void Page_Load(object sender, EventArgs e)

{
if (Request.QueryString["txtName"] I= null)

{
string name = Request.QueryString["txtName"];
string age = Request.QueryString["txtAge"];
// Use 'name'and 'age'values in your logic

}

}
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POST Method in ASP.NET

The POST method is used to send data to the server in the body of the HTTP request. This makes
it suitable for operations that modify or update data on the server, such as submitting forms,
uploading files, or making API calls.

Key Characteristics of POST:

- Data is sent in the body of the request, not visible in the URL.

- It has no size limitations (compared to the URL length for GET).

- It's used for operations that modify data (create, update).

- Data is more secure than GET since it's not exposed in the URL.

- It may result in different outcomes on repeated requests (non-idempotent).

Example of POST Request:

Default.aspx:

<% @ Page Language="C#" AutoEventWireup="true" CodeBehind="Default.aspx.cs"
Inherits="MyApp.Default" %>

<IDOCTYPE htm!>
<html>
<head runat="server">
<title>POST Example</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="form1" runat="server" method="post">
Name: <asp:TextBox ID="txtName" runat="server"></asp:TextBox><br />
Age: <asp:TextBox ID="txtAge" runat="server"></asp:TextBox><br />
<asp:Button ID="btnSubmit" Text="Submit" runat="server" />
</form>
</body>
</htm!(>

Here, the form uses 'method="post", so when the form is submitted, the data is sentin the body
of the request, not visible in the URL.

You can retrieve the submitted values in the code-behind using 'Request.Form':

Default.aspx.cs:

protected void Page_Load(object sender, EventArgs e)

{
if (IsPostBack)

{
string name = Request.Form["txtName"][;
string age = Request.Form["txtAge"];
// Use 'name’and ‘age'values in your logic
}
}
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Key Differences Between GET and POST:

Datais visible in the URL (e.g., Data is hidden in the body of the request.
?name=John&age=25)

Limited by URL length (depends No size limitation, can send large data.
on browser/server).

Suitable for fetching data (read-  Suitable for sending sensitive data and updates.
only operations).

Less secure, datais visible in More secure, data is hidden in the request body.
the URL.

GET is idempotent (safe to POST may have side effects if repeated.

repeat).

Practical Use Cases:

- GET: Searching for items, filtering data, navigating between pages.

- POST: Submitting a registration form, logging in, uploading files, modifying or creating data in a
database.

Conclusion
GET: Best for retrieving data and making non-sensitive requests.
POST: Best for submitting data, making updates, or handling sensitive information.

7. Postback in Asp.net

In ASP.NET, postback refers to the process of submitting an ASP.NET web page to the server for
processing. When a postback occurs, the page is sent back (posted back) to the server, and the
server processes the request (e.g., handling a button click event), and then the server sends the
page back to the client browser. This is a common feature in ASP.NET Web Forms applications.

Postback is crucial for enabling interaction between the user and the server, where the server
processes the input data and responds accordingly.

Key Concepts Related to Postback

1. What Causes a Postback?

A postback occurs when certain server-side events are triggered. This typically happens in
response to user actions such as:

- Clicking a button (with 'runat="server"').

- Submitting a form.

- Changing the selected item in a dropdown list (when 'AutoPostBack="True
- Other controls that trigger server-side events.

is set).

2. Postback vs. Initial Page Load
- Initial Page Load: When the page is requested for the first time, it’s considered the initial page
load. The server sends the page to the client, and no postback has occurred yet.
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- Postback: When the page is submitted to the server in response to an event, it’s referred to as
a postback.

The distinction between an initial load and a postback can be handled using the 'IsPostBack’
property of the 'Page' object.

protected void Page_Load(object sender, EventArgs e)
{
if (!lsPostBack)
{
// Code for first page load (initial request)

}

else

{
// Code for subsequent postbacks

}
}

- 'IsPostBack': This property returns 'true' if the page is being loaded as a result of a postback,
and 'false’ if it's the initial request.

3. ViewState and Postback

ViewState plays a key role in maintaining the state of the web controls across postbacks. Since
HTTP is stateless, postbacks would normally cause the loss of control values (like textboxes,
dropdowns, etc.). However, ViewState allows ASP.NET to maintain these values between
postbacks, ensuring that the state of the page is preserved.

Example:

// The value in the TextBox is preserved across postbacks due to ViewState
string enteredText = txtName.Text;

4. Example of Postback in ASP.NET
Here is a simple example demonstrating postback:

ASPX (Default.aspx):

<%@ Page Language="C#" AutoEventWireup="true" CodeBehind="Default.aspx.cs"
Inherits="PostbackExample.Default" %>

<IDOCTYPE htm!>
<html>
<head runat="server">
<title>Postback Example</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="form1" runat="server">
<div>
<asp:Label ID="IblMessage" runat="server" Text="Hello!"></asp:Label>
<br/>
<asp:TextBox ID="txtName" runat="server"></asp:TextBox>
<br/>
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<asp:Button ID="btnSubmit" runat="server" Text="Submit" OnClick="btnSubmit_Click" />
</div>
</form>
</body>
</htm!(>

Code-Behind (Default.aspx.cs):

using System;

namespace PostbackExample

{
public partial class Default : System.Web.UI.Page

{
protected void Page_Load(object sender, EventArgs e)

{
if (!IsPostBack)

{
// This block executes only during the first page load
[blMessage.Text = "Welcome! Please enter your name.";

}
}

protected void btnSubmit_Click(object sender, EventArgs e)

{
// This block executes on button click (postback)
string name = txtName.Text;
[blMessage.Text = "Hello, "+ name + "!";

}

}
}

Explanation of the Example:

1. Initial Page Load: When the page is loaded for the first time, the 'Page_Load' event is fired, and
the 'IsPostBack’ property is 'false'. As a result, the label displays "Welcome! Please enter your
name."

2. Postback: When the user enters their name in the textbox and clicks the "Submit" button, a
postback occurs. The server processes the postback, and the 'btnSubmit_Click' method is
executed. The label is updated with the entered name.

5. Types of Postback in ASP.NET
5.1. Full Postback

In a full postback, the entire page is submitted to the server and re-rendered on the client after
processing. This can sometimes result in a flicker or longer loading times because the entire

page is refreshed.

5.2. Partial Postback (AJAX)
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A partial postback allows only a portion of the page to be refreshed using AJAX, without
reloading the entire page. This improves the user experience by reducing page flickering and
load times.

Partial postbacks are often achieved using UpdatePanels in ASP.NET.

Example:

<asp:ScriptManager runat="server" />
<asp:UpdatePanel runat="server">
<ContentTemplate>
<asp:Label ID="IblMessage" runat="server" Text="Hello!"></asp:Label>
<asp:Button ID="btnSubmit" runat="server" Text="Submit" OnClick="btnSubmit_Click" />
</ContentTemplate>
</asp:UpdatePanel>

In this case, only the contents inside the 'UpdatePanel’ are refreshed during the postback,
resulting in a smoother experience.

6. Event Handling in Postback

ASP.NET uses an event-driven model. Controls like buttons, dropdowns, and textboxes have
server-side events that are handled in the code-behind during postbacks.

Some common server-side events:

- Button click: Triggered when a button is clicked.

- Text changed: Triggered when text in a textbox changes (with 'AutoPostBack="true"').

- Selected index changed: Triggered when the selected item in a dropdown list changes (with
'AutoPostBack="true"').

AutoPostBack
Some controls, like dropdown lists, textboxes, and checkboxes, do not automatically post back

to the server unless 'AutoPostBack="true"' is set.

Example:

<asp:DropDownList ID="ddlltems" runat="server" AutoPostBack="True"
OnSelectedIndexChanged="ddlltems_SelectedIndexChanged">
<asp:Listltem Text="Item 1" Value="1"></asp:Listltem>
<asp:Listltem Text="Item 2" Value="2"></asp:Listltem>
</asp:DropDownlList>

In the code-behind:
protected void ddlltems_SelectedIndexChanged(object sender, EventArgs e)
{

// Handle dropdown selection change

string selectedltem = ddlltems.Selectedltem.Text;

[blMessage.Text = "You selected: " + selectedltem;

}
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Conclusion

Postback is a core concept in ASP.NET Web Forms that allows users to interact with the server
by submitting the page back to the server for processing. Understanding postbacks, the
'IsPostBack’ property, and the event-driven nature of ASP.NET Web Forms is essential for
building interactive web applications. While full postbacks are common, partial postbacks
using AJAX can improve user experience by reducing page reloads.

Would you like to explore partial postback using AJAX or focus more on handling different events
during postbacks?
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